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face. 
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x-rj^tipfi Wi tter, nc'terial by -Alan Jtherir^gtpn 

In distance teaching-, a lot of printed material is used. This printed ' , 
material needs to be easy to read, attractive to lock at, and cheap,. The 
machines used for rrintin,-; shduld be reliable and easy to maintain. The 
machines Ifchemselves should be- as cheap as possible and the cosx of . nlnning 
then should be low. l-hilip Balcer xallred about these problems in. About 
Distan,ce -.Mucation no.\4., on p8. lie estimated then that if you use a 
million sheets of paper a year, it is -ore e:c?ensive (by 60,.) to use a . 
duplicLting -machine than to use a:i offset printing machine.- LVen if you 
use 6C,000 sheets of paper a year, offset printers are still cheaper. 

His estimate r/as based on xhe cost of,m^erials in lesooho at xhat time. 
But v;e decided that it -.wuld be better if people in othpr CQ.untries sent 
us information about their printing coats, too. So v/e asked readers t* 
fill in a questionnaire about their equipment and the i^roblens they had 
met with it. 



. . >Ve heard frora sixteen organisations. Hine -v/elre in Africa. There were two 
, J.h BotsWar^a anq one each, from i:)thiopia, Lesotho,- T-ialavd, iiaxjritius, 
I-ozambiqu^Sv/aziland and Zambia: Six of these came from correspondence 
coli^ges. . One v/as f rom a documentation centre, one waS' from an extra- 
mural Services ^department of a university, and one v/as from an agricultural 
services der^rtment. These nine institutions ov.-ned 29 printing-machines 
between them. Fifteen of the machines were offset printers and- 14 v/ere 
duplicators. Ail of the offset printers and 5 of the duplicators bei^onged 
to, correspondence collegers. 
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fTost of the correspondence polleges only used duplicators for sho::^ l6t- 
which ' didn^ t need Jo be sent to many people. The correspondence Colleges 
^ realised that offset printers are cheaper than duplicating machines if 
you need to make a lot of* copies. , • 

The average age -of the 14 duplicators v;as about f\ years. Some "began 
working in* the#,l8te nineteen-f ifxies and ..ero still v/orkin/' cwelll 'The 
offset printers weVe nostly youn^-er than, the dui'lic^itors./ Their average 




age '.'.-a^ about five years. The average lu^ice of^durlicators -w^.s SA20 and 
the average price of offset printers was cCI 60.6. The price of both has • 
ihcreai^ed a Iq^ in recent years. 



■ / 

?^t of the nAchines were nade by Gestetner.' r^st 'people thought .that 
Gestetner machines vorked well*. They also ±ho;iight the Gestetner company, 
was helpful in raaintaini^^ the machines and in providing spare parts i 
But the lesotho Distance Teachins Centre cojfpl^ined that v/Jien they bourht 

, , hey didn't receive a/ handbook telling then how to 
use It; So they* had to learn ho'v to* use At by trial and error. Because 
of ^.is they lost a lot of tiae and morJy. Iik^bably the Gestetner company 
is more efficient outside.. South Afric^ 

Most of thp o^er^ machines vere MuO^lith or Honea. The maj^i^y oif peopl 
ifho mentioned these said they didn't work veiy well. On^^erson said that 
Gestetner v/as usually best in Africa, but Jol^o v/els b^^ in -India; ' 

Now that we have read all yoxir ans7;ei*s, v/e would ^ like to give you several 
pieces of advice. These are: , ^ * ' ^ ^ Y • * 

' y '\ '■■ 

1. If -you print .^ore than V Opu sheet ^f pkper a week, 
choose' an offset litho printer. 



2. It is worth cj^dsing the best ipifinter youjcan find, 
and paying him/^ high salaz^ if ypu can afford it. ' A 



person who, cares for his'^machines is worth his weight in 
gold. /' * ^ ■ . * . ^ ' . 



3* Before you buy a printing machine, look at all the 
machines which are available. 



4.. Choose a good' supplier. Hake sure that they have 
plenliy of spare parts, and that th^y know how to mend the 
machi)ie if it breaks down. Talk to o^her-' people who have 
bbught machines from them and ^ee what they thinlc of 
them. / ^ - 4 



5. ^ Get a handbook which tells you how the macftine works. 
Insist that an. expGrienced technician should install th/ 
'rnachine and that he -should be ready'to' help you if* anything 
goes VTTong. , " . . . 

6. Prices- will probably continue to rise, so it's probably 
better to buy soon. ^ * 
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NOTICEBOARD 
Study Centres 



The Lesotho Distance Teaching Cejitre, whose students face fonnidable 
problems of geographical Xso^tion, i;5 planning to establish a network 
- of study""cen;tres where ^students can come and work in an appropriate 
setting^ and where they can meet supejrvisors and fellow-students. 

LTDC*s experience is forming the basis for one of the next series' of 
lEC Broadsheets on Distance Learning . In addition, we would also like 
to include references to different approaches to, the function and 
administration of study centres, so as to give as broa,& a picture a^ 
possible. 'If ^ur institution runs stvi^dy centres and if you are 
interested'^n sharing your experience, please write ^to: 
. ^ /' ^ 

• Paud Murphy ^ \ » - . 

Director V^^' ^ . 

Lesotho Distance Teaching Centre 
PO Box 178 
' c Maseru ^ 

^Lesotho - " 

,^ All assistance will, of course, be given due acknowledgement in th^ 
Broadfsheet. * * . i r ^ 



commonwealth correspondence survey . - y 

The Commonwealth Secretariat has just published a new edition of ^ 
. Correspondence Institations in the Commonwealth . This report was 
prepai^ed by lEC. It includes information about 75 government or non- 
\ prof it 'making correspondence ^colleges . Sqme of them are attached to 

univet&ities and teacher training colleges , some ,ojfJ:hem offer second- 
I ary school "courses to aault§.^ and some are working in non-formal adult 
-I education. lEC Ijas prepared the report in order tp make it easy for 
^ p^sople working in corr.espohdence education to share their experlempes 

a^d help each other. ' . ' . ^ 

^/ , 

The book costs £1 and you can order iC from Commonwealth Secretariat 
Publications, Marlborough House, Paj.1 Ma-U^j^London SVfl7 5HX. 



/ 



B;ur^al^ education in Tanzania * ^ 

^e Cil:istia;n Council of Tajf^nia\s jiresently embarking on, a survey 
of ^educational activities in the r>iral developjm'ept fi^ld as a pre- 
liminary to setting .up educationa:! programmes ^ath a . strong skill- 
•learning content in u -jama a villages. The sort bf ar^as-^sthey are 



looking into are: 
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"Integrated rural d^velopmeiit 
small-scale industries po^ rural areas n 
applications of appropriate techjtologies 
designs and drawings/of simple machinery 
and tools fdr r>iral occupations V 
^ upgrading schemes^ of indigehdus jskills an 
work techniques ^^^^ 

^he Council is* anxious to get '^n touch with institiSuiLons or 
individuals who are running prog^^nunes of this sort oir who are_ 
knowledgeable about them. If yo\i^Rirfc^j^u. can help please 
-write to Ulrich Kill, PO Box 2537, Dar es Saia^m, Tanzania* 




Teaching aids for health edoication • f * 

Teaching Aids at Low Cost (TALC) is"^ part of the Institute for 
.Child Health of London University. It produces booklets which 
have been prepared 'especialiy for developing countiiies. The 
books are written in simple English and are intended for use 
mainly by health workW^ and auxiliaries, 
jOp and £1.40. The tj/tles are;. 



They^codt between* 



health: care cmms 

MEDICINE IIJ/ CHINA. 

IRAN. Report of the - 
Commission, on Health 
"and^ Medical Problems 

NUTRITION IN DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES 

'child he1ai.th caue ^in 
Crural areas , 

PAEblATRIC OUT-PATIEivIT ' 
MANUAL'* ^ ' - 

SYMPTOU-TREATMENT MANUAL 



CARE OF THfe NEWBORN * 
BABY IN^TANZANIA ^ 

SIMPLE DENTAL CARE FOl( . 
JRURAJli HOSPITlUiia 

NUTRITION RIHA^LITATION 
VILLAGE 



HEALTH* CARE OP CH'ILDRENx 
UNDER- FIVE 



VISUAL COMMUNICATION 

'^HAI^DBOQK ' 

MEMORANDUM ON TUBERCULOSIS ' 
IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

( iyffiMORANDUM ON LEPROSY CONTROL 



-Learning and' Culture 



1 • * / 

lEC has recently started a practical research/project on how 
people's cultural background affects the way/they learn. The 
aim of the j)roject vLs to produce a practical- handbook ^€>r ^ 
^#^iters o;f distance teaching irtaterials ^for^usje_iji^ a^v 

different cultura]/ situations; it will be- designed to be of 
particular value tV those working in distance \education in 
Africa. The work wiil be based on a survey of] experied^e of ^ 
tjte proBlems of learning and teaching especiariy as thf^ affect 
.Adults- in nonformal education. The survey and research ers 
/ being financed by a grant o^'^Q^4l4 "from the Ministry of 
Overseas Development.'* The researc^i will be carried out by Ms 
Janet JBnkins with guidance from Mr Hilary Perraton of lEC and- 
Mr ARG Prosser and Mr WA Dodd of ODM. . ^ . ' 

•The research is based on lECis ' experiance in Africa. In 
devel9pihg teachin^g material.s for distance education in various 
African ^countries the lEC has come up against pro^ems of^ per- * 
ce^t(ion and understanding particularly among adults^ Tne aim 
of the researchj^is^ to identify areas where such probl^s are of 
particular concern in distance education, so that tea^chers and 
.writers can be more* aware of them. .The handbook ^wiil be designed 
^^p'help people producing educational materials to /know what 
problems others have encountered or are suggested by theory^ 
Thus it is not intended to produce^ a set of ,staxements abotofc 
libw diff^ent people think or perceive; rath^ it will-^ive"^ 
-/specific guidance to those concerned with tke production of ^ 
teaching materials on the questions they need to resolve in 
order to teach effectively. i/ * d 



Educational reforms iiv Peru ' ' 

*t * 
Important social changes have been happening in Peru since 1970* JIhe 

, government v/ants to make Peru independent of foreign ai4 and it also wants 

, to sprea'd the country^^s wealth to all sections of the population. 

,In 1970 the government asked a group of . prof essional educators to write, a 
rt^opt on the ^cational system* The group's report said that the educV* 
tional system was not helping the country's development, it was only help-» 
ing the rich and pov/erful^c lasses to remain rich and pov/erful. Tt^ report 
^aid that it was necessary to change the educational system in ord^ to* 
help the cx^imtry carry out social reformis. 



There are^ three important differences between the ^ew system and the/ old 
one* Pirst;Ly, the new sys1;em is bringing opportunities for educ^^^ion to 
everyone* in the country; /in this way, education can^ change so«.ety. 
Secbndly,* it is tryingyto train peoplfe in skills and ^rofe^^ons which the 
country needs for its development. And thirdly, it^is giving responsibility 
for education to local communities. ' ' ^ 

In the new system,* there are ^ive _ 'levels of /Attainment' . Th^^e are initial 
Basic, Higher, Extra-professional and 3pec;iral. People join the^leveL which 
is most appropriate to their ability. iai4^evel^\are not related to Tjfie^ 
number of years a person has studied, "^he follow!^ -^able shows 'how they 
. work. ' * . - y ' ^ 



r 



/fecial* edu" 
catlpii Resid-^- 
ential schools 
for haniicsjp- 
pad childi^en/ 




Higher ;^ducation Tal^es ^ 
place /iiThigh schools & 
universities. (There are - 
sonle part-.time^ courses. 
Some students must do 
-eomraunity service, .Any- 
one who has completed 
Basic education can md^e 
6n to Higher^ Education. 



Basic education For 
children in schools aged- 
6-15' and for adults. 
Sub^jecte include pro- 
fessional and skill 
tr (lining in line with 
national needs. 



3: 



Initial education For 
children up'-to 6 years old. 
It 'includes educating * 
parents & communities about 
the needs of pre-school 
children. 

• .V 



jExtra-prof ess - 
iOQal education 

L-seocvic^, 
refresher and ^ 
f tpther train- 
ing ^f or workers 
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The new system isVcoming in gradually and thi change Vdll be/complete ^ 
by 1986. In' every coimiinity the new syst^ v;ill be supe^rr/sed by a 
committee called a Coranunal Educative Nubleus. .JIhis nu^Teus organises 
ail the services and resources in i^sy^rea. In country areas the nucleus, 
ha& a special rei^nsibilitr^tJinie^ wil!!^agricultural reform. One of 
the jobs it does is^c|rry oui; iKxnctional liter^y education for fanners. 

There are'lOO 000 t^eachers. in/Ten*^ and all of. them must take part- in a 
compulsory* retraining progr^e by correspj>^}dence. About 20 000' teachers 
have so far completed thefir training. iKe purposes of the trlj.n±ng' are: 
to explain the reasona/for the social/and educational r^orms; to show the 
* teachers how to use /ew teaching me;thods; and to provide continuing help 



and support to the> teachers. 



Th^ corresponaence course^^^r teachers are run by the Distance Education 
I)epartment/(D1ID) of the H^ional Institute of Research and Development 
in Educa^on.' DI^D i^lails, administers and evali^ates the courses. The 
coura«" are usually./writj.en by members of the' bleacher Training Department 
of/Uie Institute, but many of theg^/are not^ accustomed to writing cort-es- ^ 
^ndence coiArses* DITD* gives them advice about this. 

The studen,t receives a 'package' containing \/ritten course and other 
material. This othp' material is prepsire^d by DKD. It includes programmed^' 
texts, study guides and advice orfhow to study. 

/> ■ ■. ■ ' , I 

Feedback is- ^rovi^ed mainly by an assessment of ^students which is made at 
^joJx^^ — DSD^l^o '-nafces-^opinion-^ury^^...gLm^ s • ^ 

It^ets further feedback from a computer, which analyses the ^student sj miarks. 

In future, radio and tv may be used ^vath, the correspondence courses. DilD 
hopes to set up study centres too, because W^ of the students live in areas 
which .^^e^bt-reaehed-by^radio and tv and where postal services are .bad. 

The changes which are taking place in Peioi are very important. Very- few, ^ 
countries havp been able %6 make such fundamelital reforms in tl^eir' society 
8^ their^'ducationa}: systems. The reforms in Peru' are important also , 
bjecause they~show how corres{)oi£^ence education can be used to help funda-, 
/mentkl reform's Jojtake place". If you wouis like to know mor^ about these 
\:^^^orms jTou^can write to Madame Teresa Ruiz, Marisal Millar SSl , lii^a 11, 
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A survey of resource and documentation centres for distance 
, ^ education 



Many 3reade/s of About Distance Education are trying to make 
, their oym collections of booT^s / audio-visual aids and bther\ 
educM^ipnal, materials. ^ Some are doing this in order to help 
their stafjf understand their jobs better. Some are collecting 
t^achijig aids to help their students to learn more. Building 
^up a collection of materials like this takes time and costs 
a lot of mbney. Often, it helps, if you can share in the 
work-o*f othe?^ institutions. On p. 15 ^yo(^ ^/ill find a short 
list of documentation .centres which you can write to if you 
want help with materials . > . * 

We want to make a list of institutions which are willing to 
share infbrmatipn or resources with others. We want this^list 
to be as complete as poss4.ble*. We alsp want to know what 
sort of materials these institution^ have (books, audio-visual 
aids, courses, bibliographies) and what • subjects they cover 

On^the next page" you ^ vnXITf ind ^^questionnaire which asks 
these questibn^ in detail. If you Tiave any bool^s or other 
materials in your institution ^which you are/willing to ^hare 
with others > please fill in the cjuestionnafire and 'tei;L us 
about it. In* the nexjk: issue of ADE we /^ill publish all the 
information we recelv^ from you. s£ 
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. Oue^tiorm^ife on educational re^Quyces for ^stanQe teaching 



1- 



HOWL many books do you have? 



Q.2. Da yoU have any rton-boolc materials such as tapes, correspondence 

courses, slides, journals^ kits, student tiandboolcs, bibliographies, 
etc^ If, so, please tell u« about them. ^ . ' 



Q.3 Do yqu cover any of /0ie following subjects?' Put ^a line under 
the suJagects you qover. In the space provided, please write 
any otheiv subjects' you cover. 



/ 



Educational, principles 
Adult^^uca^^ , 
Npiv^ formal , edtrc^^ion:. ^ 
/ Agricultviral training- 
\ \;Health, nutrition and ^family planning/ 

vocational skills liTSsie woodwork, b\iilding, 
, Sevang etc. ' - ■ ' ' <^ 

Te^cher^ i^ai?^^^9 ' / 
-^Corr!espondence' teaching 
Radi> , ' ^ 

Television 
Audio-Visual aid§ 
School-level reaching 
University-lev^ 1 .teaching^ 
Teaclxing o^/partic^lar sx 

V 



Other sul^ects^:-* 
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What languages are your books ^n?' ' 

. #/ ' V ^^^^ 

Are ^our booRsL mainly for students? ; . ^ 

for course-writers? 

.;eop. other staff? 

. fo3i other -inst±tutions? 

for other purposes? please '»tell us what 
^ . • ' they are. 

Please tick the right* answer or answers. 
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DO >you offer any bibliographic or infojnnation services to otheir 
institutions? If so, please tell us abbiit them. 




Do you^have any list, catalogues, bibliographies' ^tc. .relating 
to your own • resources which are. available to other institutions: 
If so, please tell us what thSy are and how we can obtain theiti; 



you make charges' for. your services? If so, how much? 



Thank you for completing 'the questionnaire. 'All your 
will be very helpful to us and to many other people. 

Please send your questionnaire tos- 

Judy El-Bushra 
lEC 

131 Hills Road • 
Cambridge. CB2 - IPD 
Britain ^ 





a?HB JOTSWm LES 
Gordon leech 
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Distance ^education in Southern Aftl^ca 
Botswana, Lesotho and^v/aziland are tfer'^e countries in southern Africa 
which were once British ifrotectorates> Tog^her their popvdation is. less 
tHari t\vo ^lion^ Uijtil recently there was qne^universitx (the Uniyersity 
of Botswana Yesotho and Swaziland} for all' three c^funtries. The University, 
believed that >^dult education was* very important^^^ar^ 'set up a Department 
.of Extra-miral Studies r(D]3fls) with branches in" each country. d1«S enco 
aged each country to mafce plans f^r a distance teaching service 




'Botswana was the first country to start ddatance teaching* v^en it began the 
•Pi^cistown Irf-servic'e Teacher 'Er^ning scheme, v^'ich ran from .1968 until 
1971. Following that', in 1^72, Bptsv/ana set up the Botswana Epctension 
' * College to run both forma^^and nonfonnal ^crursea for adults. 'Ee^otho was 

the next Country to malce' plans for distance teaching, but it was the last to 
put the^e plans iiitq operation. The Lesotho , Distance Teaching Centre began 
. xn 1973. runs cpurses for adults studying^ ;f or exams, and j^t also^ helps 

. a x^^n-prof itmalcigg 'organisations in Lesotho (such as the Lesotho Family * 
Planning Association) to prepare -teaching. booklets. Sv/aziland began .4is- 
^ ^ ' fance teaching in 1971. ^i'hat was vAien the\)resent author went there as thfe 
first director or the Correspondence Centre of Ephesus House (the Centre is • 
now cai^led the Swaziland International Education Centre),. The Centre helps' 
^ . adults in S\i^ziland wl^o want to study for exams. V/illiam Pitcher College, 
a teacher training college in Swaziland, began an in-service correspondence 
scheme in 19l72. ^ " 

V/hy co-operation? ' ^ . , ^ 

The distance education institutions from the three countries decided to 
co-operated made sense to co-operate for a number of reasons. Firstly, 
the thr^e , countries had similar educational backgrounds and want^ to • 
. introduce similar courses. Secondly, Jhe foimial courses in alX three 
countries follov/ed the same examination syllabuses. Thirdly, each country 
haJ^^^veiy^^maH population ani-so could not afford to waste resources 
(V doing the same thing three times over. " ^ — 




15 



bvember 1971, ten people from the 'three countides met in Gaborone, 
V to- discuss how they could co-operate usefully. This was the first 
meeting pf the Botswana, ^Lesotho and Swaziland <3orrespondence 'Committee. 




What does the conniiit*tee do? . •** 

That first meetii5g mainly discussed outlines of plans, and possible ways of 
workiiig together. After that* the group has met twice in e.ach year. As 
always with such meetings, v/e have learned a lot from informal contact 
outside meeting hours. But BLSCC meetings ia^clude more useful discussion, 
and* less fruitless formalities, than is usually the case. The committee 
has done m^any valuable things, ^ 

Members of the conanittee have written courses together, for us6 in atll 
three covin tries. * ^ , , . 

X ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

The committee has approached examining bodies, asking them to make changes 
V in syllabuses in order to help extemsil students. ? 

laie committee has held\^eminars and training sessions on such topics as 
noiifoiTnal education, course editing, course vrriting and study centres. 
ArS oi.^ course membei^ajre always sharing information aifd eas« 

I - ■ ■ 

TheV^.ommittee has sent representatives to meetings of the International i 
Council for Correspondence Education and to the foxmding conference of 
AfriQ^ Association of Correspondence Educators. J 

In;'^^i5 the^ committee asked Dr Michael Young ta carry out a survey of 

e teaching in the three couiitries.^ -^he survey showed w^alSwe needed 
\o ^oliand what .we could do*, in the fi^d of distance* teacjilng. One of the 
resti^-w^'of the^ survey was the Lesotho set up tlie Lesojilo Distance Teachi^ 
Cenllre later that year. . - \ 

The connnittee prepares a Newsletter v*ich it issues twice a year between 
\|aeeti?:igs. This^^canrles .-new items an<J articles on work which i^ too , . 
\specialized to be described at a meeting. The Newsletter is written for 

clx)mi^ittee members, but we hope that more and more, other readers will find' 

it interestiiig too. 

How the committee works . ' ' 

All these things have happened without the committee possessing any moneyl 
The member d^titutions include ministries from the three countries, DBMS 
and the South African Council for Higher Education, ao, well as the distance 
teaching bodies me'ntioned- above. Each institution pays its own trarelling 
expenses and takes "it in « turn to act as host. 

^ 




\ 



BLSCC has^no .authority. But it has not yet found any ne^d for authority 

If anc'idea is helpful, *the members accept^ it freely. 

^' " ' ' , / ' ' ' ' " 

The members feel that, 'after four years, BLSCC has proved its usefulness 
^ut they are still trying to find a better name for it. ' ' 
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A Xirst list of docmaefttation centres in the fieid of education and 



development ; 



, APRICA 



\Unesco Regional Office for Education 
in ,Af rica 

documentation and Inf oi:nation Section 

Box 3511 
Dfekar 
S&iegal 

Jfaie Nicole Vial 

Head of Docmentatiori\ and library 
IKADliJs Documentation \. - 



BP 8008 
Abidjan 
Ivory Coast 

'.MTIN AMERICA 



Pxindacao Tiobral 
CETEP/SEDOC 

Ladeira 4o. Ascurfo 115-B 
Cosme Velho 
Rio de Janeiro 
Brazil 




Jose Arias Ordonez ^ 
Division de Documentation y Poiaento Bibliotecairio 
ICPES " . . 

Carrara 5a^ No 18-24 * ' '< 

Bogota DE ' . ■ ? f' " 

Colombia ' , \' 



• MIDDLE gAST . 

International Institut'e for AdtQt Literacy Methods 
PO Box 1555 , ■ 
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Centre International de Docu^^entation --Gconomijiue 

et Sociale Africaine (CIDESA) 
7 ?lao4 Hoyaie 
' B. 1000 Bruxelles^ i - 

Belgium " ^ . / ^ 

Documentation Service 
o:5CD Develoornent Centre 
94 rue Ohardon La^^ache 
7577> Paris 
Ceaex 16 

Prance ' ' ^ 

Agence de Co-operation Ctilturelle et Technique 
Centre d^Ihfor. .ation et d^^han^es Television. 
35 Boulevard de Ha^^enta 
75010 Paris 
Prance 

Infdmation Departrr.ent • , ' ^ * 

I^Stional Audio-Visual Aids Centre t 
254 Bel$ise I^oad 
londorf \m 4BY ^ 
Britain ' . ... 

^ /-Gricultural £xtension Centre 
/^feiiversity of Rekding ^ - 

London Road 
- ' .Reading 

^ Berks • . ' ' 

Britain * ' " 



USA 

« , 

Inf ornation Center on Inctructionar Teahnologj*- 
Academy for iDducational Development 
^1414 22nd Street IW 
V/ashington DC 20057 
USA 



